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Salatul Witr: Why are there
variations?

(Abridged. Full article is available in the IQRA Library. Noor Ahmed)

By : Dr. Waheed Rana

In the United States, every community of Muslims has believers of
diverse backgrounds, following different schools of thought. In every
Ramadan, there is a discussion about the correct method of performing
salat-ul-witr. Sometimes the discussions become unhealthy, that an
iMdkAdual tries to impose his method on another without explanation,
or declares the other opinions in an incorrect manner. | pray to Allah
to help me clarify this matter, and provide a review of different

tolerance, and affection so that we can benefit in worship of Allah
(swt). We have to follow the IMAM when he is leading Witr prayer
during Ramadan

A major resource for this essay is Kitabul-Figa, Al-Mizahibul Arbah

(Continued on pag8)

(Refer to glossary pg 5)
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Message from the Editor,
Assalaam All,

This letter comes to you from the youth of our commuiingineat articles.

Summer is in full bloom. Ramadhan is approaching us. Preparations are on the way. Iftar will be provided da
both Daar Ul Islam and at Masjid Bilal. Ramadhan and Prayer times please refer to the time table enclosed.

parties are already being planned for the month of Ramadhan. There has been lot of activities in the Muslim
community. Some of these activities are highlighted in this news letter. Manual signage at the side walk of D
Islam ,517 Weidman Road is going to be replaced with ElectrBignage, Insha'Allah. The control will be in the

office. Pl ease read the Chairmends nBY&sANAND CONSTITUEBIQM r d S
Two important issues are facing us at present:

1.  Search for Imam in place of Imam Minhajuddin Ahmed.

2.  Search for Office Manager in place of Sr Aisha. She is going back to her family in Thailand.
Majlis has appointed the Search Committéassboth of these position. Criteria has been developed. Application
are being sought for both positions. Applicants have been lined for interview and introduction to the Commur
Both positions are vitally important. Careful considerations are being given.
Two Construction projects being considered:

1. Womends Prayer Expansion project. This wil!/l

2. Funeral Home. This is in the initial stages. This will be located between gymnasium and the cree
Community is enjoying various festivities, graduation ceremonies, barbeque grills, marriage, on going vacati
Have a good summer
Noor Ahmed

|
Islamic Reflections 2



(Continued from pag#)

compiled by Abdu Rahman AlJuzzer, Vol, 1: the
Ibadat, Chapter Salat, subheading Salatl-Witr.
Salat-ul-Witr and Dua-I-Qonute for witr and other

salat

Three Imams agree that salatl-witr is a sunnah, but
Hanafis consider it a wajib

Opinions of different Mizahib

Hanafis consider salatil-witr as wajib. It consists of

three continuous rakats with tusleema (salam) at
the end. Reading of sura fatiha and any other
portion of the Quran in each rakat is sunnah. It is
recorded in Hadith that the Prophet (PBUH)
recited sura Al Ala (87) in first, sura Al Kafirun
(109) in second, and sura Ikhlas (112) in third
rakat. In the third rakat, after the recitation of
Quran, a takbir is performed, and Dua Qonute is
recited. Qonute consists of a dua and thana. But
gonute narrated by ibhlasud is recommended.
The recitation of qonute is wajib. If one cannot
recite qonute by memory, he could recite a short
dua.

After Duai-Qonute, a SalatNabi is recited.
Follow raku and after standing in Qauam and

performs sajda, salam at the end. Observing witr

after Salatul-Isha is wajib.

Salatul-witr should be in Jamat during the month
of Ramadan. Other time calling people for witr in
Jamat is mukruha.

Hanbali Consider salatl-witr as sunnatl-

muakada. It consists of at least one and as many
as eleven rakats. Generally, three rakats are
recommended, but five, seven, nine, or eleven
rakats may be performed. The recitation of

gonute in the last rakat after raku is sunnah. Ther

is no difference between salatwitr during
Ramadan and any other month.

After Dua recite a SalatNabi. Except for witr,
recitation of qonute is Mukruha. Qonute is

recited in the last rakat of witr, either before or
after the raku. But qonute after raku is better. It i
sunnah that both hands are open in front of the
chest, as in any other Dua. Time for witr starts
after salatul-Isha, lasts till fajr. It is better to
perform in the last part of the night. During
Ramadan it is Sunnah to perform salaktavitr in
Jamat. In other months it is not permissible in
Jamat.

Shafisconsider Salatil-witr as very high sunnat

Muakada. It consists of at least one and as man
as eleven rakats. Praying just one rakat is not
recommended. In case of more than one, it is
better to combine it with other rakat. The time fol
witr is after slatul- isha and making the last salat
of the night is better.

During the last half of Ramadhan, witr in jamat
and recitation of Qonute in the last rakat is
sunnah. Recitation of Qonute after the ruku, as i
the second raku of fajr, is Sunnah. It is Sunnah
that imam recites Qonute in loud voice, and the
muktadi respond with ¢
missed, sajadah sahu is essential.

Maliki consider salatll-witr as Sunat-Muakda. In

witr after surah Fatiha, surah lkhlas, Falaqg and
Nas are to be recited aloud. There is no gqonute |
witr. Qonute is to be recited only in saldtfajr

(in its second rakat) before raku. Prescribed time
for witr is after salaul-Isha. It lasts until Fajr.
Two rakat before witr is a condition for its
completion. Without these two, witr is makruh.
AMake witr your | ast v
-ul-witr in jamat during ramadhan is essential.
Other times, witr in jamat is not allowed.

Jaffari observe witr with Thahajud and it consist of:

Eight rakats which are performed in two
rakats segments. In each segment after sura
ftiha any other sura could br recited but suras
al-Kaferoon and lkhlas are recommended. In
second rakat of eah segment BuaQonute

is recited befor the rakat.

Two rakats sunnah Shafa‘(Continued on page 5)
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Upcoming Events \
L
1 Boys: Ping Pong

tournament on Saturday, July n

30th between Dhur and Asr MY STL Girls: Halaqas are every Saturdays after
prayer. Dhur prayer, Inshallah.

/

MY STL Boys: will inshallah have a seminar in the
spring! Halagas are every Saturdays after Dhur prayer,
Inshallah. Also Muslim Youths of St. Louis have organized
a Ping Pong tournament on Saturday, July 30th between

Dhur and Asr prayer. Entrance is $5. Lunch will be provided,;
paddles and balls will be provided. Visit.
/ www.mulimyoutstl.org

Muslim Youth
of Saint Louis
L
Do you know any new Muslims? Sen

Cl as s ol @R Aildraly en Sundays from 11 to 1:30pm,
hosted by Br. Aftab Ahmed.

IQRA Library News

Our new hours starting Ramadan are:
Mo Sun 1:#030pm

So come on in and grab something to read and
increase your knowledge! We have new books,
CDs, DVDs and Magazines every day! We continue
to have all the programs in the library as usual!!
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(Continued from page 3)

one rakat witr is performed. In this rakat after sura fatiha, sura Ikhlas 3 times datag?B times and sura-aras

3 times are recited. Besides qonute any other dua could be added i.e asking forgiveness for all human bein
or dead) and seventy times OAstughferul | ah -uZahira
(33 times Subhana Allah, 33 times atubu aley Alhamdulillah, and 34 timedé&Wak b ar ) 0 . (Thi s
translated by Brs Shahryari and Bastani

Various ahadith (28) are quoted in the original article in support of variations of Salatl-Witr.

| hope it will Dbroaden our thinking and | ead us
(pbuh) performed witr in a variety of ways, in different times, with different number of rakats. It is very
important that we should make the right intention for salat, indicating whether witr is wajib or sunnah
muakida; how many rakats,

and when we are going to observe. It will become practical and easy if we select one mazhab and follow tha
direction and we should always remembethat our way is not the only correct way. We should praise Allah
(swt) who has provided latitude in this matter. Praise be to Allah, sustainer and cherisher of the worlds. |
ask forgiveness from Allah for any mistake may have been made. O Allah, grant us better understanding of
your deen, open our heart to develop tolerance, affection, and unity among us. O Allah keep your protection
on our community, and continue your blessing and mercy on us. Ameen!

Glossary of Words
*Sunnah denotes the practice of Prophet Muhammad that he taught and practically instituted as a teacher of the Shariah ané th
best example

*Wajib -In Hanafi Wajib is obligatory which is almost like like fard.

*Sunnat-ul-Muakada-optional prayers before/after the obligatory prayers.

* Makruh -Disliked

*sajda Sahu. After Attahayat & Salt-I-Nabi, head turns to the right taslim; goes to Sajud again; does Attahayat again before
taslim right and left.

*Abu Hanifa 80-148 AH; 699767 CEd Born in Kufa(lraq) 0 Died in Baghdad(Iraq)
Jafar al-Sadiq 83-148 AH; 702765 CES Born in Madina and Died in Madina

Anas Ibn Malik 93179 AH, 711795 CES Born in Madina and Died in Madina

Muhammad Ibn Idris ash-S h a f i 6 1135188 AH; 767820 CES Born in Gaza (Palestinep Died in Fustal (Egypt)
Ahmad lbn Hanbal 164-248 AH; 780 855 CE Born in Baghdad and Died in Baghdad

Anl't is He Who created the heav
(proportions): the day He says,
is the Truth. His will be the dominion the day the trumpet will
be blown. He knows the Unseen as well as that which is open.

For He is the Wi se, wel/l acqgu:

[SurahAFAn 6am 6: 7 3]
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IN Memoriam

Khalid Shah

In Memory of Imam Samuel Ansari (may Allah be pleased with hir

Sunday(7/24) late afternoon, many of us received the very sad ne
that Imam Ansari passed away earlier in the day. Imam Ansari wa
good health and making plans for the month of Ramadhan and his
death came as a complete shock. On Sunday morning while he w
on errands and had stopped and parked his car, he had a sudden
massive heart attack and died immediately. Imam Samuel Ansari .. 58
wonderful person with kind and gracious manners which became very, A . K G
apparent if one spent some time in his company. His demeanor was I nsari speaxing at Governor
pleasant. His deep and unwavering faith was a limitless resource of en's Reception
strength for him. Because of this deep faith, Imam Ansari had an inner calmness that never left him no matte
crisis or calamlty may occur and one could feel this in talking with him. He was an unassuming person, neve
- craving attention, but when called upon he always rose to the occasion
and delivered a stirring speech and Khutba.

M Imam Ansari had to face many challenges during his life on a daily bas
but what is most memorable about him is how he treated everyone witt
4 respect, dignity and love; leaving for all of us an example of conduct to
aspire to. We all pray that may Allah accept him with goodly acceptanc
and reward him greatly for his faithful service to Islam.

Imam Ansari and Governor Bob  Imam Samuel Ansari joined the Nation of Islam in 1971. After the death
Holden the Elijah Muhammad, Founder of the organization, his younger son W. |
Muhammad led the movement to become more traditional/orthodox Islar
Imam Ansari immediately followed the lead of Imam W. D. Muhammad and faithfully supported his movemel
ever after. Imam Ansari was an active member of the Mu&hmerican community and at various times served in
different capacities in the organization of Imam W. D. Muhammad. Imam Ansari was chosen as Imam of Al
Mudmi nuun I sl amic Center in A O 2 9 Quat T
Imam till his death. He is survived by his wife Mahasin Ansari and
seven children and also his mother Birdie Hicks who is almost 10¢(
years of age and she accepted Islam about 7 years ago.

Imam Ansari has honored us at the Islamic Foundation numerous
with spiritual messages over 20 years. Including Eid prayers and (
many occasions as a speaker and also as a panelist.

From right to left: Imam Ansari,
Imam Hasic, Imam Nur, and
Harvey Schneider.
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Have you ever noticed an old couple, living 1€ wearing the ring and you mean the world to your

happy, healthy married life? Have you ever wonderRPUSe: then chances are he or she is not cheating a
what their secret was? Jumping head first into a YO should learn to have trust in your marriage.

relationship without weighing it out first is not the bg§hnestyis the third important characteristic of a good

thing to do. In order for a marriage to be successful,arriage. If one of the couples begins to lie, the othe

there are qualities the couple must take into will surely find out and may possibly begin to lie as

consideration. Four positive contributing factors that.|| ke having a lack of trust, having a lack of

build a strong and healthy relationship are honesty also brings about poor communication and

commitment, trust, honesty, and love. While some 4 cause separation or divorce. There is nothing

people would believe that love should be first on thgyeiter than telling the truth and putting everything out

list, I placed love last because a marriage would nof, he open. Besides, it is sin in Islam to lie

last if commitment, trust, and honesty did not exist, no

matter how much love a couple has for each other. The last characteristic of a good marriage is

love When a couple loves each other deeply and

| believe thacommitmentis an important 1y they will look for the best for their partners and

characteristic of a good marriage because when a g, 15 extremes to make their marriage work. This lov

husband and wife are committed to one another, they, ever must be mutual and should be a center piec

avoid problems such as cheating, which may lead tg; relationships to grow from.

separation and divorce. Being committed means to

promise ourselves and our partners to stay loyal and Despite loving your partner to death and being

true no matter what situations, good or bad, come committed, lack of trust and honestly may still be able

along to find a way into the marriage and do some damage.

My tip of the day isstrengthen your communication
Trustis a key factor that can make or break g .tveen you and your spouse.

If there is good

relationship. When there is trust between a hUSba%mmunication, there will be space to talk about

and wife, more time for good communication is builts a5 Jike commitment, trust, and honesty and you

leaving less time for arguments and fights. Lack Ofmay also figure out ways to make them strongeis

trust brings poor communication and jealousy true that through marriage we complete half our

problems which could lead to bigger issues like  4oan 5o complete it with a smile and satisfaction.

aggressiveness. Brothers and Sisters, give your spouse

a chance to breathe and trust him or her. If you are the -Sister Riham Jaber
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Local News

Unity Production Foundation UPF: Sharing Muslim Stories

Br Jawad Abdul Rahman Director of UPF visited Daar ul Islam Friday July 15, 2011 and presented film cl
and introduced UPF film and Hollywood Projects to the Muslim Community. These projects are:
1 Treasures of Islam: a documentary about the beauty of Islamic art and architecture.

1 The Paris Mosque: a documentary highlighting the heroic role of Muslims in saving thousands of
innocent lives.

T 20,000 dialogues: helping schools, churches, libraries, learn about Muslims through films
UPF6s Outreach in Hollywood to fight stereotypi
Previous UPF films visitvww.upf.tvand click on watch.

$70,000 were collected for Palestinian by Islamic Relief at Daar Ul Islam on Saturday July 23.

Br. Yusha Evans visiting 7/387 Masjid Bilal giving Khutba, evening lecture; Daar Ul IséanV16 lecture
after Dhur Prayer; 7/17 fundraising for his Dawa Project on Sunday at Daar Ul Islam

Islamic Foundation with Islamic relief helped to the victims of tornado in Joplin Missouri. APPNA also pla)
a very important role in this relief work.

Dar ul Islam Hafiz Zehsan and Hafiz Arif Zafar will lead the Taraweh and at Masjid Bilal Hafeez
Kamal and Hafeez Ali Musee. Main Eid Prayer will be at St. Charles Convention Center and
early Prayer at Bilal InshahAllah.

IQRA Library: Fund raising for the IQRA Library was held on May, 14. The Key note Speaker was Br Yus
Evans. Over 400 people attended the program. There was also a special presentation by children who sy
about their understanding of knowledge and the
girl donated $25 to the Library the remaining 13 people received the prize of $10 each. All of them receiv
gift certificate. The last presentation was by 4 Youths recited Nasheed. The target of $60,0@0 &tk

over $20,000. Is due. Please fulfill your pledge.

We appreciate all your help.

il

Search Committee is inviting applicants for the position of Sr Aisha. The criteria have been established.
Aisha has been working for Islamic Foundation for the last 14 years. She has provided excellent services
is returning home to Thailand. All the best for her in future.

Masijid Bilal West Pine. St Louis University Campus. The lower level has been completely renovated faci
the University Campus for APPNA Health and Dental Clinic. The due date to open the clinic will be annot
soon.

Mai ntenance Committee, Br . Hami d Mangal, is doi
Lounge area has been completely redone. New tiles, walls painted and brand new elegant furniture. Lot ¢
overgrown brushes have been cleared along the drive way to accommodate easy parking when needed.
Cleanliness is half of our Iman, please keep the Masjid clean.

Notice: Salaam Market under new management of Family of Malik Zahoor

Café Lazeez under new management of Family of Mr. Parvez
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